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NJDOT issues $67.5 million for 413 local projects 


The New Jersey Department of 
Transportation (NJDOT) in October 
awarded $67.5 million in municipal 
aid to fund street improvement, 
rehabilitation and safety projects in 413 
New Jersey towns. 

Municipal Aid grants provide direct 
property tax relief for municipalities 
that would otherwise devote local tax 
revenue to these projects. Municipal 
governments maintain over 25,000 miles, 
or approximately 70 percent, of New 
Jersey’s 36,000 miles of roadway. Local 
property taxes seldom provide sufficient 
funds for proper roadway repair and 


98 billion through FY 2009 


maintenance. 

NJDOT encourages municipalities to 
apply for municipal aid funding through 
its Local Aid Division. The grant program 
covers a variety of projects, including 
road resurfacing, rehabilitation, 
reconstruction and signalization. 

The Municipal Aid program is 
directly funded by the Transportation 
Trust Fund. Each county is allotted a 
specific amount based on its population 
and road mileage and distributes funds 
to towns based on field investigations 
and engineering evaluations of proposed 
projects. NJDOT provides 75 percent of 


the amount of the grant when it awards 
a contract and the remaining 25 percent 
upon completion of the project. 

The Municipal Aid grant program 
is popular and competitive. This year, 
it will fund 413 — or 52 percent - of the 
788 grant requests it received. There were 
more than $200 million in requests this year. 

In addition to the municipal aid, 
NJDOT awarded $5.2 million to Safe 
Streets pedestrian safety projects in 60 
New Jersey towns. 

For more information on 
the Municipal Aid program, visit 
www.njdot.nj.gov/business/localaid/. 


New federal law adds 30 percent to NJDOT capital program 


The long-awaited Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity 
Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) 
was signed into law in August. 

It provides $286.4 billion in 
guaranteed funding ending in fiscal 
year 2009 and marks the largest ever 
Congressional investment in our nation’s 
transportation infrastructure. 

New Jersey will receive approximately 
$8 billion over the life of the law for 
highway and transit projects. Most of 
the increase in funding will be seen in 
fiscal years 2007-2009; FY05 and FY06 
funding levels will remain intact. The 
funding represents an overall increase of 


approximately 30 percent compared to 
the previous surface transportation bill 
that was known as TEA-21. 

The increased federal funding 
enables NJDOT to make improvements 
to New Jersey’s transportation infrastructure 
that will reduce congestion, support 
safety, promote mass transit, protect 
the environment and improve overall 
efficiency in freight movement. It provides 
for increased investment in research and 
development. It will also create jobs. 

A critical aspect of the SAFETEA-LU 
law gives more flexibility to state and 
local transportation decision-makers to 
solve transportation problems in their 


own communities. 

SAFETEA-LU also addresses needs 
specific to donor states such as New 
Jersey that send more tax revenue to the 
federal Highway Trust Fund than they 
receive. The law’s Equity Bonus program 
ensures that donor states receive a return 
on their share of tax contributions that 
is equivalent to at least 90.5 percent. The 
measure preserves funding guarantees 
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and assures that if additional receipts > . 


become available, they can be used for 
highway programs. 
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FY2006 capital program provides $2.7 billion 


for roadway maintenance and improvement 


Its $2.7 billion Fiscal Year 2006 
Capital Program demonstrates NJDOT’s 


balanced approach to improving safety and 
attacking congestion on the state’s roadway 


network. 
NJDOT continues to employ its Fix- 
It First, Safety First and Smart Growth 
strategies and has adopted Commissioner 
Lettiere’s new Hyperbuild initiative. 


Five bridge decks were temporarily stored at 
Trenton Mercer Airport before being hauled by 
trucks to a Hyperbuild construction site, the 
Route 1 bridges in Trenton. 


NJDOT will continue to fund safety 
programs including the Median Cross- 
Over Prevention Program to eliminate 
accidents; the Safe Corridors initiative, 
that implements improvements in high 
hazard corridors; and the Intersection 
Improvement Program, that targets 
dangerous intersections for safety 
improvements. 

As a part of the Fix-it-First initiative, 
NJDOT is investing $390 to repair 77 
bridges across the state. Planned repairs 
include large scale projects such as the 
Route 52 Causeway in Somers Point and 
Ocean City, one of the largest bridge 
reconstruction projects in state history 
and smaller local bridge repairs, like the 
replacement of the 69™ Street Bridge in 
North Bergen. 

To complete projects faster and 
alleviate congestion, the 2006 Capital 
Program involves Hyperbuild, a process 


that accelerates construction by utilizing 
innovative design and construction 
techniques and materials. Hyperbuild 
projects will save motorists thousands of 
hours of delays and millions of dollars on 
construction costs. 

The 2006 program also promotes 
NJDOT?’s efforts to link land use and 
transportation planning. NJDOT is 


working with local communities to identify 


areas targeted for growth and create 
comprehensive transportation plans to 


ensure that development does not outpace 


the transportation network. 

The Capital Program invests $325 
million in direct local aid for roadway 
improvements by towns and counties. 
Local Aid dollars provide significant 
property tax relief to New Jersey counties 
and municipalities by funding roadwork 


that otherwise would be paid for with local 
property tax dollars. (See story on other side.) 


Approximately $1.1 billion of the 
capital program is for N) TRANSIT. NJ 
TRANSIT will continue to implement its 
“Back to Basics” approach by investing 
$426 million in core transit infrastructure 
to maintain the state’s rail, bus and light 
rail systems at a state of good repair. 


Funding is provided for preliminary work 


to overhaul 148 NJ TRANSIT Comet III 
and IV rail cars, to replace 230 Arrow 
III rail cars, for mid-life overhaul of NJ 
TRANSIT buses and systemwide bus 
infrastructure improvements. 

An investment of $88 million in rail 
station will provide improvements at 
stations including Newark Broad Street, 
Metropark, South Amboy and Trenton. 
The program also includes funding 
for bridge and tunnel work, security 
improvements and Americans-with- 
Disabilities Act Station improvements. 

NJ TRANSIT is moving forward with 
critical initiatives to meet growth and 
travel demands over the next decade. This 
includes a new trans-Hudson rail tunnel, 
the Meadowlands rail link, expanded 
parking capacity and investments in 
technology to improve business practices 
and efficiency. 

The Fiscal Year 2006 Capital Program 
is available on NJDOT’s web site at 
www.njdot.nj.gov/capital/tcp06p/ and is 
broken down by projects, counties and 
routes. 


NJDOT hosts Smart 
Choices workshops 


NJDOT, in collaboration with the 
Municipal Land Use Center at The 
College of New Jersey and Project 
for Public Spaces, will host a series of 
workshops on combating traffic and 
sprawl throughout the state. The series 
is called New Jersey Smart Choices. 

Commissioner Jack Lettiere and 
other officials and industry experts will 
cover critical topics facing New Jersey 
communities. They include NJDOT’s 
new Future in Transportation policy 
and its affect on land use and local 
transportation planning. 

In addition, speakers will highlight 
affordable transit options and discuss 
strategies to discourage excessive 
automobile use by providing safe 
places to bike and walk. Workshop 
attendees will learn new ways to 
balance development, redevelopment 
and preservation with other aspects of 
transportation. 

The first program, “Working with 
NJDOT’s future in transportation 
policy,’ was held on October 7 at 
Raritan Valley Community College.” 

The remaining scheduled 
workshops are: 


“Retrofitting car-oriented corridors 
into community-friendly streets” 
Friday, October 14, 2005 
8:15 am to 4pm 
Middlesex County Planning Board 
40 Livingston Avenue 
New Brunswick 


“Planning land use and 
transportation for transit” 
Friday, November 4, 2005 
8:15 am to 4pm 
College of New Jersey 
Ewing 


“Creating sustainable land use and 
transportation plans” 
Monday, December 5, 2005 
8:15 am to 1:30 pm 
Hominy Hill Golf Course Clubhouse 
Colts Neck 


For more information, visit 
www.njsmartchoices.org or call 
609.771.2832. 


